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The Best for Your Pet

Summer 2019
Our Staff:

Advances in veterinary medicine make it possible for us continue to offer you both improved
services and products.
Some of the most recent changes have occurred in our ability to offer you the best heartworm/
flea/tick products for both effectiveness and lower pricing. We have updated our
recommendations in this area to include the following:

For Dogs:
Interceptor® Plus (chewable tablet) - protects against 5 types of dangerous worms in dogs,
including heartworms. It’s a once-monthly, tasty chew flavored with real chicken that’s
approved for dogs and puppies 6 weeks or older and 2 pounds or greater.
PAIRED WITH
Credelio (chewable tablet) - kills adult fleas and is indicated for the treatment of flea
infestations and the treatment and control of tick infestations (Lone Star, American Dog, Black
-legged, and Brown Dog ticks) for one month in dogs and puppies 8 weeks of age and older,
and weighing 4.4 pounds or greater.
————————————————–— OR ——————————————————
ProHeart 6 (injectable) – ProHeart 6 is a twice-yearly injectable heartworm disease
preventative. It’s the only heartworm product that provides six months of continuous protection
against heartworm disease and also treats hookworm infections with a single veterinaryadministered dose.
PAIRED WITH
Bravecto (chewable) - 3-month chew that kills fleas and prevents flea infestation, kills ticks
(Black-legged, American Dog, and Brown Dog ticks) for 12 weeks and Lone Star ticks for 8
weeks
———–—————–-—ADDITIONAL OPTION (limited protection)————————Seresto (collar ) - 8 month protection. Kills and repels fleas before they lay eggs, kills and
repels ticks, aids in the treatment of sarcoptic mange, kills chewing lice.

For Cats:
Revolution Plus (topical) - protects against fleas, ticks (Black-Legged/Deer tick, Gulf Coast,
and American Dog ticks), ear mites, roundworms, hookworms, and heartworms. The product
can be used in cats and kittens as young as 8 weeks of age and weighing at least 2.8 lb.
If you are happy with your current heartworm/flea/tick product, let us help you save time and
money by signing up for auto home delivery through our on-line pharmacy, Covetrus. You
are still buying local and have all the protection offered from the product manufacturers
through this approved veterinary pharmacy. Ask us about these great new products that protect
your pets better and with lower cost to you.
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CSR Team Leaders: Beth,
Meagen
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TICK PRECAUTIONS:
•Wear long-sleeved, lightcolored shirts/trousers
tucked into socks or shoes
•Inspect your skin often find them before they bite
•Once indoors, check
clothes thoroughly
•Take a shower/bath to
reduce risk, check body
especially under folds of
skin.
•Treat dogs/cats with tick
control products year round
•Keep lawns short
•Rake up and remove leaf
litter
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ANIMAL HEALTH FORUM

Ticks! They’re everywhere!!
Have you seen them yet? I have….. climbing up the wall or my pants leg. My
indoor cats do not go outside and my outside cats do not come inside and I
don’t have any dogs. So how did they get in my house?
Ticks are the ultimate hitchhiker. Because they cannot fly or jump they must
wait for their prey to come to them and then climb aboard. Ticks can be so
small they might be mistaken for a speck of dirt or a freckle. That requires my
reading glasses to identify something so small.
Tickborne diseases are a serious problem in this country because people
increasingly build homes in formerly uninhabited wilderness areas where ticks
and their animal hosts live. They are especially prevalent here in the
Appalachian Mountain region where we enjoy seeing many of the wildlife that
harbor ticks such as deer, foxes, coyotes, etc. Most people become infected
through tick bites during the spring and summer months, but ticks are
considered a year-round health risk
The tick's bite contains saliva that carries a natural anesthetic so your pet or you
may not notice being bitten. Ticks can carry infections and transmit them to
people when they bite. Tickborne diseases are caused by viruses, bacteria, or
parasites. Many of the diseases ticks carry cause flu-like symptoms such as
fever, headache, nausea, vomiting, and muscle aches. Symptoms may begin
from 1 day to 3 weeks after the tick bite. Sometimes a rash or sore appears
along with the flu-like symptoms. Common tick-borne diseases include:
Lyme disease - Black-legged Tick
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever - American Dog tick, Rocky Mtn.
Wood tick
Tularemia - American Dog tick, Lone Star tick, Rocky Mtn. Wood tick
Ehrlichiosis - Lone Star Tick
Relapsing fever - soft ticks (Ornithodoros)

program on FM 95.1
Young Harris, GA
Saturday 10:30 am
Sunday 10:30 am

Making pet health care
affordable!
•Save money on exam fees,
vaccinations, diagnostics, and more
when you enroll
•low monthly payments
•preventative health care services
included
Sign up for an affordable
Preventive Care Plan!
Contact us at 706-896-1244
Or 828-837-0050 for more
information
Have you heard of
ScratchPay?
Scratchpay provides pet parents
with simple, friendly payment plans.
You get care now, pay later. Here’s
how it works:
•Apply for payment plan from your
phone or desktop
•Check your rate and pick your plan
•Get the care you need.
It’s a simpler way to pay. Ask us for
details or go to
www.scratchpay.com

Tick Paralysis - Black-legged tick, Dog tick, Rocky Mtn. Wood tick,
Lone Star tick
Babesiosis - Black-legged Tick
Tick prevention is especially important now as spring bloom has produced an
abundant army. For 2019, forecasters predict that the warm-weather months in
the US will be a bad time for anyone who wants to avoid ticks, with tick
populations likely to be larger than usual, and weather conditions likely to put
ticks in range of people for much longer than average. Most states will
experience the warmer, wetter conditions that drive tick populations—and the
prospect of tick borne diseases—skyward. Make sure your pet is protected with
a veterinarian-approved tick-control product. See our new recommendations in
the article on Page 1. Choices will depend upon your preferences for oral,
topical, collar or injection.
Veterinarians advise year-round parasite control and prevention not only for
ticks but also for other important parasites including heartworms, fleas, and the
major intestinal parasites. If you only practice parasite control 5 months out of
12, your pets are at risk even if you are using very effective preventive products.
This lack of year- round compliance is the biggest problem and why pets are still
getting infected.

Trupanion can pay your pet’s
veterinary
bills
directly
to
participating hospitals.
All you
have to do is pay your portion of
the bill at checkout. Claims have
never been so easy. Visit
Trupanion.com for details
Other discount payments options
available for assisting you in
providing necessary medical care
for your pet(s) include Affordable
Pet Care payment program and
Care Credit, a pay over time
offering. Please call LCAH or
TCAC for more details.
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DIETARY INDISCRETION
Dietary indiscretion is a gastrointestinal upset occurring when a dog or cat eats something their
bodies cannot tolerate like:
Table scraps
Spoiled food

Garbage
Different than normal food

Clothing
Toys parts

Rocks/Dirt
Dental Floss

This problem is very common and can be hard to avoid because that pleading face looking up from the floor is sometimes just too
irresistible for us. We think just a little piece of this or that won’t hurt, when in reality, we may be setting our pet up for tummy issues
and/or a steadily growing waistline.
Sometimes we run out of the regular kind of food and just pick up any kind/brand thinking it’s all the same. Remember to always
go slowly when changing to a different kind of food, mixing some of the new with the old and gradually increasing the percentage
until the switch is complete. It should take about 5-7 days to switch food this way.
How about the cat (or dog) who likes to go counter-surfing? I have two cats who will make sure I didn’t leave anything out for them
– ON THE COUNTER – whenever I exit the room. I can hear them jump down from the counter as I am coming back into the
room. They then sashay up to me with that sweet look on their faces …. “Oh, hi, mom ….twirly, twirly around my legs … can we
have a snack … meow, puuurrrrrr, meow …. ?”
Symptoms of dietary indiscretion are very similar to food poisoning in humans and include diarrhea, vomiting, lack of appetite and
weakness. Although most cases respond to treatment and resolve with 72 hours, some severe cases can lead to a life-threatening
acute GI obstruction or pancreatitis.
Most cases are diagnosed based on a combination of detailed history from the pet owner, observed symptoms, a physical exam,
and fecal tests. Mild cases may be resolved with probiotics, a bland, easy-to-digest diet and plenty of rest. Your veterinarian may
prescribe fluids to treat dehydration.
Severe cases may require blood tests, imaging (X-rays and/or ultrasound) or other diagnostics to rule out other possible causes
and complications and may require hospitalization, intensive care, or surgery.
If your pet’s bowel habits change for more than a day, or you see blood in their stool at any time, give us a call.

BEWARE THE SNEAKY SNAKE!
Snakebites are a fact of life for dogs and humans in a wide area of North America. Venomous snakes range all across the country
with the exception of Alaska and Hawaii. Many owners are unaware of venomous snakes when they are
visiting different parts of the country and can put their pets at greater risk.
The Unites States has fifteen species of rattlesnakes, two kinds of water moccasins, and two kinds of coral
snakes. Here is a representation of these venomous snakes: Copperhead, Cottonmouth (Water Moccasin),
Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake, Timber Rattlesnake, Dusky Pygmy Rattlesnake, Eastern Coral Snake.
If your dog is bitten by a venomous snake, don’t panic, but seek immediate veterinary care. Here’s what you
should also do:





Try to identify the snake by taking note of its size, color patterns and the presence or absence of a rattle at the end of the tail
(Don’t pick it up!) If you have your cell phone handy, snap a picture of it.
Look the dog over carefully for fang marks, noting there may be more than one bite wound. Be careful because snake
bites are very painful.
Start your journey to the nearest animal hospital while trying to keep the dog as quiet as possible.

Be sensible while out walking by controlling your dog with a leash. Don’t allow him/her to explore or dig in holes in the ground.
Walk on open paths during the daytime. If you hear a rattlesnake, get control of your dog and move away.
Dogs at risk should be vaccinated with rattlesnake vaccine. This vaccine also protects against Copperhead bites.

**Hyperbaric oxygen therapy is an extremely beneficial treatment for snake bites and other venom produced injuries. It decreases
swelling, helps prevent cell death, necrosis and infection. Lake Chatuge Animal Hospital is one of only two veterinary hospitals
in GA that offer this service.

Lake Chatuge Animal Hospital
Phone: 706-896-1244
M-F 7:30am-6:00pm
Wed. closed 12-2pm for staff meetings
Sat 8am-3pm
www.lakechatugeanimalhospital.com

Tri-County Animal Clinic
Phone: 828-837-0050
M-F 8:00am-5pm
www.tri-countyanimalclinic.com

For after hours emergencies, please call Dr. Burr at 706-897-1869
or Mountain Emergency Animal Clinic 706-632-7879
Follow us on:

Instagram
Heatstroke – What Should You Do?
A dog suffering from heatstroke will display several signs:
Rapid panting •• Bright red tongue •• Red or pale gums •• Thick, Sticky saliva •• Depression •• Weakness ••
Dizziness •• Vomiting (sometimes with blood) •• Diarrhea •• Shock •• Coma
Remove the dog from the hot area immediately. Prior to taking him to your veterinarian, lower his temperature by
wetting him thoroughly with cool (NOT cold) water, then increase air movement around him with a fan. Allow

free access to water if the dog can drink on his own. Do not try to force-feed cold water; the dog may
inhale it or choke. Take your dog to your veterinarian or the Emergency Animal Hospital as soon as possible .

HOT SPOTS
We’re not talking about the latest “COOL” place to hang out. Hot spots are red, moist, hot, and irritated lesions typically found on your
pet’s head, hip, or chest area. They can be painful and irritating when your pet licks, chews, or scratches at the affected area, making it
worse.
Hot spots can start from an allergic reaction, insect bites, lack of grooming, skin infections, and stress or boredom-related licking. Pets
who have matted and dirty coats, those who are constantly wet, or those who just start licking a given area can be prone to developing
hot spots.
Immediate attention is necessary in order to prevent these spots from requiring more extensive treatment. Take
your pet to your veterinarian right away for an exam. Once the most likely cause is determined, treatment might
include:

 Shaving hair around the area for cleansing to allow air and medication to reach the wound
 Antibiotics, painkillers and anti-inflammatories *
 Medication to prevent and treat external parasites
 E-collar or other means to prevent self-trauma as the area heals
 Balanced and/or hypoallergenic diet and dietary supplement containing essential fatty acids
To help prevent hot spots, groom your pet on a regular basis, practice year-round parasite prevention, and prevent boredom and stress
with exercise and play-time.
* Cytopoint injections or Apoquel oral tabs are the new highly effective treatments that control/stop itching

PET CELEBRATION 2019—SAVE THE DATE
Come join us for the 8th Annual Pet Celebration at Historic Hayesville Square on Saturday, September 21, from
8:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. Dr. Hilty Burr and Dr. Bill Seanor of Lake Chatuge Animal Hospital, Dr. Jim McClearen and
Dr. Jenny Weldon of Tri-County Animal Clinic and staff, along with Clay County Chamber of Commerce, are
sponsoring a full day of events celebrating the human/pet bond and the pure joy pets bring to our lives.
There will be activities including “Ask the Vet” live radio show, reduced cost pet
vaccinations, demonstrations, entertainment, music, pet parade/costume contest, pet
product artisans/vendors, auctions, Weiner Dog race and much, much more. All
proceeds will go to participating area pet rescue groups/humane societies who will be
offering “Adopt-a-Pets”.
You don’t want to miss it! For more information contact Lake Chatuge Animal Hospital
(706-896-1244), Tri-County Animal Clinic (828-837-0050) or the Clay County Chamber
of Commerce (828-389-3704 or 877-389-3704). You can also visit the website:
www.ncmtnchamber.com

